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Mercer Island Boat Launch and work across the East Channel  
of Lake Washington
A key component of the North Mercer/Enatai Sewer Upgrade Project will be the crossing of the East Channel 
of Lake Washington between Mercer Island and Bellevue, alongside the I-90 bridge. The pipeline that will make 
this crossing extends from East Mercer Way on Mercer Island to Enatai Beach Park in Bellevue. The design of 
the pipeline took into consideration the many public users who could be affected: commercial and recreational 
boat traffic in the lake; nearby shoreline property owners with docks on the lake; and the users of the Mercer 
Island Boat Launch on the west side and Bellevue’s Enatai Beach Park on the east side. This fact sheet provides 
an overview of the work on the water and at the Mercer Island Boat Launch. More information can be found in 
separate fact sheets for work at Enatai Beach Park and in the streets between East Mercer Way and the Mercer 
Island Boat Launch (see the contact information on the back to obtain other fact sheets).

What’s happening… and why
The new pipeline crossing the East Channel will be an 
“inverted siphon” – essentially a U-shaped pipeline 
with high ends on the shorelines and a low point in the 
middle along the lake bottom. Called the East Channel 
Siphon, it will consist of three parallel pipes buried just 
below the lake bottom on the north side of the I-90 
bridge. It will replace the pipeline on the south side of 
the bridge, which is aging and is too small to carry the 
amount of sewage expected by 2060. 

The new line’s three pipes (one that’s 12 inches in 
diameter and two that are 16 inches) will have plenty of 
capacity for future sewer flows. Its position on the 
north side of the bridge moves it out of the way of 
many other utilities on the lake bottom south of the 
bridge. The position also lines it up better to connect 
to a tunneled pipeline that’s going to be installed 
between the Bellevue shoreline and the Sweyolocken 
Pump Station on the Mercer Slough. 

Work on that tunneled pipeline, called the Enatai 
Siphon (another U-shaped inverted siphon) will have an 
impact on the use of the East Channel as well. Its 3,000 
feet of pipe will be assembled into a single unit at Enatai Beach Park and temporarily floated out onto the 
water, from where it will be pulled back through a drilled hole under the Enatai hill to reach the pump station 
on the far side.

King County is upgrading four miles of sewer pipeline across north Mercer Island and south Bellevue. It’s a big 
project that’s been years in the making and will involve years of construction. Some of the work will be in heavily 
used public spaces, and some will be in residential areas. The end product will provide great public benefit, but 
the work to get there will involve inconveniences to residents and users of public spaces.
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Talk to us! Questions? Concerns? Contact the project team:

Contact Kristine Cramer at 206-477-5415 or kristine.cramer@kingcounty.gov OR
Bibiana Ocheke-Ameh at 206-477-5604 or bibiana.ocheke-ameh@kingcounty.gov

Sign up for text alerts. Text KING MERCERSEWER to 468-311. 

Visit the project Web page at www.kingcounty.gov/MercerEnataiSewer
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What’s Next

We are committed to keeping you informed about what’s happening and why, in order to minimize impacts on 
the community. This is one of a series of fact sheets that explain the North Mercer/Enatai Sewer Upgrade 
Project and what the public should expect—during construction and after the work is done.

Final design of the project is now underway. Our team is 
working with regulatory agencies to coordinate efforts, 
obtain permits, and ensure a smooth transition to 
construction.

Between now and the start of construction, our team will 
be in your community sharing information so neighbors 
know what to expect during construction and beyond. 
Here is what you can expect from us going forward:

•  Attendance at community events 

•  Project newsletters, fact sheets, and field work 
notifications

•  Project website updates

•  Briefings for interested community groups

We are committed to continuing to be a good neighbor 
during construction. We will share information about 
construction and impacts on our website, in project 
emails, and through posted information at parks.

We are always available to talk to you and your neighbors 
at small group meetings, in living rooms, and at stops 
along the future pipeline. Just let us know!

Alternative formats available
206-477-5371 or TTY replay: 711

Fish windows—timing is 
everything
Regulatory agencies require work that could 
affect fish in Lake Washington to be 
completed during a “fish window” – a period 
of time when spawning or migrating fish are 
less likely to be in the area. In Lake 
Washington’s East Channel, the fish window is 
different on the eastern and western 
shorelines.

On the east side along Enatai Beach Park, the 
window is in the summer to early fall only. On 
the west side, at the Mercer Island Boat 
Launch, a much longer fish window allows 
work in summer, fall, or winter.

We are working with natural resource agencies 
to plan this work to protect fish species that 
migrate through the area, while minimizing as 
much as possible any work that will impact 
park and water users during the popular 
summer season.

Chinook salmon




